
send up this thank you mes-

sage and invite you to take a 

moment to step outside. 

Breathe in some fresh crisp 

air and let your lungs and 

skin feel gratefulness , sniff 

on some activated juniper 

and pine needles at a 

neighborhood park and send 

gratefulness to the people 

who maintain parks. Bless a 

glass of water and thank the 

water for revitalizing and 

cleansing our bodies and 

everything else on the 

planet. In every moment of 

intellectual arrogance re-

member that we are not but 

a spec in the whole… 

Farmer Yon 

Dear community, 

I pray that this harvest sea-

son finds you in a place of 

deep gratitude. Our 

thoughts are with the farms 

and gardens that will have 

to rebuild again, with the 

hungry and oppressed and 

our communities devas-

tated by our latest storm. 

Thanksgiving and grateful-

ness is a critical element of 

farm culture. At the Hattie 

Carthan farm and markets, 

we  practice this deep 

gratefulness in circle at the 

end of every workday, cele-

bration or workshop . We 

practice gratefulness every 

step of the way with our 

friends and also with the 

people  that attempt to 

oppress us in our food jus-

tice work.   

Many of us who have been 

programmed to overlook 

meaningful acts done by 

ordinary people  or to ne-

gate the contributions of 

others find the grateful cir-

cle challenging as this is a 

place of truth and clarifica-

tion, one of acknowledge-

ment for  the seemingly 

simple occurrences of life . 

And so it is with that deep 

understanding of gratitude 

and thankfullness that we 

Hattie Carthan 2012 Season Closing 

Last Sunday our 

2012 market season 

ended with a vi-

brant harvest cele-

bration. Over one 

hundred neighbor-

hood people 

jammed the local 

farm to support 

food justice and to 

bear witness to the 

work of the 2012 

season. The cele-

bration was chaired 

by the projects gen-

eral coordinator Yon-

nette Fleming who 

spoke about operat-

ing two farmers mar-

kets without farmers 

market funding. Flem-

ing presented the 

market youths with 

their stipend checks. 

The celebration was 

graced with her fa-

mous callaloo that 

grew four feet high 

on the farm planted 

and prepared  by 

Fleming ,A large as-

sortment of healthy 

soul food prepared 

by Organic Soul Chef 

and ethnic foods pro-

vided by Rowes res-

taurant . The end 

ceremony featured 

farm tours, supporter 

commentaries  and 

value added products 

from the farm.  

Did you know? 

 The Hattie Carthan community 

market on Clifton Place was visioned 

and created in 2009 by Yonnette 

Fleming + 13 Hattie Carthan elderly 

gardeners? Over 40,000 document-

able volunteer hours  have been 

committed to this enterprise to date.  

The lot was revitalized without 

funding. Our market tents, tables and 

other equipment was purchased 

through grassroots fundraising—

movie nights, food festival . Just Food 

and Greenthumb donated 1 scale and 

5 baskets. The markets now distrib-

ute over 40,000 pounds of fresh food 

and trains and employs dozens of 

neighborhood teenagers, 

 Our herb farm was revitalized and 

designed in 2011 by Yonnette Flem-

ing and community residents.  The 

farm is a preventive health revitaliza-

tion project where community resi-

dents can learn about alternative 

healing and herbalism. 

 Did you know that in 2012 the Hattie 

Carthan community markets  distrib-

uted over 40,000 pounds of food in 

the Bedford Stuyvesant community? 

One fifths of the foods distributed 

was grown at the garden and farm. 
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Let Us Take a Moment to Contemplate Gratitude: 

What new lessons have you learnt and embodied  and who did you learn from? 

Have you returned to the people that have most informed your existence to say THANKS? 

What new seeds have you sown and nurtured this season?  

What resources have you preserved? 

What resources have you freely shared? 

How have you displayed gratefulness, reverence and respect with those that have shared 

freely with you? 

 

Gratitude unlocks the 
 fullness of the world.  
Turning denial into  
acceptance 
Confusion into clarity 
Emotional dishonesty into 
Integrity 
Failure into success! 

The Hattie Carthan community garden, farm and its two markets relies on the support of a community to sur-
vive and thrive.  We are grateful to each of you for the many ways that you have contributed to us becoming 
more resilient and effective in our community.  We are not by any means making a grand living but we are 
selling local foods and forging a new system for urban farmers while offering a replicable model for others 
who want to do the same in the communities that they live. We are creating authentic farm culture in cities, 
helping our youths to eat well and providing them with nutrient dense food ,feeding our communities, linking 
our young people to farm elders that have been tending the Earth for decades in Brooklyn and trying to make 
an honest living doing what we love in the communities that we live. 
If this ethic of hard work, cultural competence and resilience resonates with you as the way forward, we ask 
you to donate to our success today. We have moved beyond charity in our food justice understandings and 
are appealing to our community’s sense of justice. 
ONLINE DONATIONS: 
http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/yonnette-fleming/hattiecarthanfarmmarketspage  
Thanks to Citizens committee for New York City for swiftly answering our call for assistance to restore the 
losses Sandy brought us. PLEASE CONTINUE TO DONATE ONLINE OR SEND IN SUPPORT FOR REBUILDING OUR 
GREENHOUSE,REPLACING STRUCTURES AND SUPPLIES. Checks payable to Hattie Carthan community market 
with rebuild from Sandy in memo line. Send to:  Hattie Carthan Community Market 677 Lafayette Avenue, 
Brooklyn 11216 
 
Interested in understanding and supporting the impact of this small group of talented urban farmers that 
have put the garden, farm and its markets on the local and international urban agriculture map? Read our 
website impact page   www.hattiecarthancommunitymarket.com  
 
Click here to download our 2012 Visual Season Review : 
http://farmyfolkssoiree.wix.com/2012#!portraits/ckiy  (click slideshow button at top of page) 
 * Special Thanks to our 2012 public relations intern Melissa Horrigan for her invaluable support  with coordi-
nating media coverage, newsletter publishing and website maintenance. Horrigans internship will be applied 
towards the completion of her degree, Best Wishes to Ms Horrigan! 
We are also grateful to our fiscal sponsor Baileys Café, to our funders  and our community partners.  

2012 Funders  William and Mary Greve foundation, Councilman Al Vann, Jesse Noyes founda-
tion, Con Edison, Sacharuna Foundation, DOHMH, Citizens committee for NYC.  
Supporters: Just Food, Green Guerillas, GrowNYC ,GreenthumbNYC, The Our Times 
Press,CIBS,CB#3,79th Precinct,Transportation Alternatives, Brooklyn Food Coalition 

http://www.firstgiving.com/fundraiser/yonnette-fleming/hattiecarthanfarmmarketspage
http://www.hattiecarthancommunitymarket.com
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